
¡Living Out Loud!  
empowering proud identities 

 
Call for Online Peer Educators 

 
¡Living Out Loud! an innovative internet intervention by and for lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender (LGBT) youth is seeking applications for six online peer educators for 
the year March 2011 to February 2012.  
 
¡Living Out Loud! peer educators will share information with their peers through an 
online platform about, HIV/AIDS transmission, treatment and care, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, human rights, sexual and reproductive health, coming out, to name a 
few. 
 
Peer Educators will work together to undertake the following tasks:  

• Develop and post content on the website, including articles on risks of HIV 
transmission from oral sex or rimming, HIV prevention, care and treatment for 
LGBT YPLHIV, LGBT rights, LGBT friendly clinics, organisations and 
pharmacies, safer sex practices, promote access and utilization of services, 
encourage them to seek HIV testing, counseling, care and treatment services that 
have been identified by the peer educators 

• Develop four online fact sheets on (1) LGBT youth and human rights in Jamaica, 
(2) the Challenges of Access to HIV Prevention & Treatment Services for Young 
LGBT Jamaicans, (3) how homophobia and intolerance increases youth 
vulnerability of young LGBT person living with HIV/AIDS and (4) how young 
LGBT Jamaicans can protect themselves from the risk of HIV transmission 

 
Benefits to the Peer Educator 
Peer Educators will benefit from trainings which will enable them answer questions and 
provide information about HIV, safer sex practices, promote access and utilization of 
HIV prevention and treatment services as well as condoms and lubricant, and encourage 
HIV testing, counseling, care and treatment services for the young LGBT community.  
 
Peer educators will also be given a monthly stipend of US$80 for their voluntary 
work.  
 
Requirements of the Peer Educator 

1. Must be a lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender person  
2. Must be between the ages of 18-26 years  
3. Must have a computer/laptop with regular internet access  
4. Must have at least three CXC passes, including English Language  
5. Must be able to commit at least 5 hours per week  

 
All applications must be submitted by Friday, February 18, 2011 at 3PM to Corbin 
Gordon, Project Manager, Living Out Loud at corbin4rights@gmail.com or 978 
8988 



About Living Out Loud 
  
¡Living Out Loud! recognizes the fierce urgency in which lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) youth between ages 15 and 24 in Jamaica must be empowered to 
participate actively in community and society. Although buggery is illegal, all young 
people regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity (SOGI) must be empowered 
and encouraged to protect and safeguard their sexual health.  
 
Empowering them with information about their rights can stimulate the conversations 
that will help to design the rights agenda in their respective spaces. ¡Living Out Loud! 
will help in putting an end to the silence with which many LGBT young people live; 
people will begin to hear and understand the concerns and needs of LGBT youth. 
 
¡Living Out Loud! is based on a highly successful model of online peer education for 
LGBT youth spearheaded by Advocates for Youth in the United States in the late 
1990s. In 1997, Advocates launched YouthResource, a website by and for LGBT youth 
that takes a holistic approach to sexual health and issues of concern to LGBT youth. 
Recognizing the effectiveness of peer-to-peer educational support, YouthResource 
included a unique online peer education program, where young, highly trained and 
diverse peer educators answer questions and provide support and referral for their peers. 
Online peer educators write articles and blogs related to safe spaces, building allies, and 
adolescent sexual health. They also discuss culture, the media, and current events on the 
sexual health behaviours and attitudes of youth. Between November 2009 and October 
2010), www.youthresource.com reached 93,079 unique visitors with information, 
support, and referral to community-based agencies, and online peer educators responded 
to more than 1,100 questions from LGBT youth in need of support, referral, and/or 
affirmation. 
 
The benefits of this model include the following:  

• Young people receive support, accurate information, resources and referrals 
anonymously, providing young people an opportunity to seek health information 
without embarrassment, fear, and shame – often experienced when seeking sexual 
health information.  

• An internet intervention reaches youth who are less likely to visit a drop-in center, 
support group, and/or clinic (where they do exist).  

• Online peer educators provide a crucial link in providing support to LGBT young 
people who may not feel comfortable with traditional outreach methods. 

 
Jamaica is well positioned to adapt and implement this model, given the danger 
associated with being visibly LGBT; the need for LGBT young people to be able to 
access information, get counselling on sexual and reproductive health and rights, and link 
with other LGBT young people; and the significant and ever increasing reach of the 
internet and new media. 
 
In fact, the 2009 Information Society Statistical Profiles for the Americas highlight that 
of the 2.7 million people in Jamaica, 55 percent use the Internet. Ninety-six percent has 
a mobile phone and 25 percent of mobile subscribers access the Internet via mobile 
broadband (ITU, 2009:74-76). 



 
¡Living Out Loud! is an internet intervention that will be delivered through a 
website created for and by LGBT youth to share information with their peers about 
sexual orientation, gender identity, human rights, sexual reproductive health, coming 
out, etc. ¡Living Out Loud! will convene a team of young peer supporters to answer 
questions and provide information about HIV, safer sex practices, promote access and 
utilisation of services, and encourage HIV testing, counselling, care and treatment 
services for the community. 
 
Goal 
To provide an online peer education program, where young, highly trained and diverse 
LGBT peer educators answer questions and provide support and referral for their peers 
who are in need of information, support and services around issues related to sexuality 
and gender identity.  
 
Objectives  
¡Living Out Loud! seeks to (1) empower LGBT youth between 15-29 years by training 
at least six online peer educators who will answer and provide information that will help 
to safeguard their peers sexual and reproductive health and rights, (2) launch the first 
youth-led and focused intervention for LGBT youth in Jamaica via the internet, and (3) 
to reach at least 50 LGBT youth per month with health and human rights information 
and skills. 
 
Short-term Outcomes 

• At least 450 young people receive support, accurate information, resources and 
referrals anonymously  

• At least 450 young people are provided with an opportunity to seek health 
information without embarrassment, fear, and shame, which is often experienced 
when seeking sexual health information.  

• An internet intervention reaches youth who are less likely to visit a drop-in center, 
support group, and/or clinic (where they do exist).  

• 6 online peer educators trained to provide support to LGBT young people who 
may not feel comfortable with traditional outreach methods  

• An interactive youth website providing information on HIV prevention treatment 
and care, LGBT rights and other issues relating to sexuality launched  

• Policy and decision makers as well as key stakeholders sensitized about the project 
and the issues faced by young LGBT persons  

• Reach the general population, as well as key decision-makers in the health and 
human rights sector of Jamaica 

 


